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CHELYDRA SERPENTINA (Snapping Turtle). DIET. Chelydra
serpentina is a generalist species known to feed on a wide range
of invertebrates, fish, amphibians, reptiles, mammals, and birds
(Ernst and Lovich 2009. Turtles of the United States and Canada,
2nd ed. The Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, Maryland.
827 pp.). Although C. serpentina is often considered to be a major
predator of game species (i.e., sport fish and waterfowl), few
data have supported such impacts (Pell 1940. Copeia 1940:131;
Alexander 1943. J. Wildl. Manag. 7:278–282; Lagler 1943. Am.
Midl. Nat. 29:257–312; Coulter 1957. J. Wildl. Manag. 21:17–21;
Punzo 1975. J. Herpetol. 9:207–210; Korschgen et al. 1996. J. Wildl.
Manag. 60:120–132; Kenow et al. 2009. J. Herpetol. 43:154–158).
Birds consumed by C. serpentina are primarily aquatic and semiaquatic species, although incidents of predation on terrestrial
birds and songbirds have been observed (e.g., Ring-neck
Pheasant: Edminster 1953. J. Wildl. Manag. 17:383; Passeriformes:
Laskey 1947. The Auk 64:315–316). Several species of water birds
in the Anseriformes have been reported as prey of C. serpentina,
including Aix sponsa, Branta canadensis, Bucephala clangula,
Cairina moschata, and Mergus merganser, as well as species of
Anas (A. discors, A. platyrhynchos, A. rubripes), Aythya (A. affinis,
A. collaris, A. valisineria), and Cygnus (C. buccinators, C. olor)
(Alexander 1943, op. cit.; Coulter 1957, op. cit.; Kirk 1981. Bull.
Oklahoma Ornithol. Soc. 14:14–15; Lumsden 1986. Can. FieldNat. 100:267–268; Krementz and Pendleton 1991. Proc. Annu.
Conf. Southeast. Assoc. Fish Wildl. Agencies 45:156–166; Wilson
and Wilson 1992. Passenger Pigeon 54:95; Abel 1992. Passenger
Pigeon 54:209–213; Korschgen et al. 1996, op. cit.; Ernst and
Lovich 2009, op. cit.; Kenow et al. 2009, op. cit.; Bobbie et al. 2015.
Herpetol. Rev. 46:77). Predatory attacks on juvenile waterfowl
are reported to occur at greater rates (e.g., ducklings, goslings,
cygnets; Fraser 1994. Prairie Nat. 26:33–35), with attacks on eggs
(Thorp and Clark 1994. Wilson Bull. 106:46) and adults reported
less frequently. Furthermore, reported attacks on adult waterfowl
by C. serpentina have primarily involved turtles grasping bird
hind limbs and pulling individuals underwater in an attempt to
drown them (Alexander 1921. The Auk 38:596; Igl and Peterson
2010. Waterbirds 33:105–109). Here, we report an additional prey
species consumed by C. serpentina.
On 16 May 2013, an adult Chelydra serpentina was observed
capturing an adult male Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata)
along a marsh on Farm Island, Hughes County, South Dakota,
USA (44.33916°N, 100.27786°W; WGS 84; Fig. 1). The turtle was
observed initially attacking the duck (Fig. 1A) having grabbed it
by one of its hind feet (Fig. 1B). The duck struggled to escape the
turtle and the turtle was unable to drown the duck due to the
shallow water (ca. 0.5 m depth) in a manner similar to previous
reports (Alexander 1921, op. cit.; Igl and Peterson 2010, op. cit.).
This struggle continued for approximately one hour as the duck
seemed to become continuously weaker, likely due to exhaustion
from this struggle. At this point, the turtle released its hold on
the duck’s foot, and although the duck appeared to have an
opportunity to escape, it did not. The turtle then moved to the
anterior end of the duck and grabbed the body by the neck,
tearing portions of the duck’s skin (Fig. 1C). The duck’s head was

Fig. 1. An adult Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina) attacking and
killing an adult male Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) on Farm
Island, Hughes County, South Dakota, USA. Photographs show the
Snapping Turtle’s (A) initial attack of the Northern Shoveler, (B)
grasping and holding the Northern Shoveler’s foot, and (C) finally
grasping the Northern Shoveler’s neck.

then pulled underwater and it appeared dead shortly afterwards.
The entire event lasted approximately 70 min. An adult Painted
Turtle (Chrysemys picta) was observed in close proximity (Fig.
1B) during the predation event, however, it was not observed to
bite or interact with the Northern Shoveler.
We thank J. Farkas and C. Siler for helpful comments on this
note. Photos of this event have been deposited at HerpMapper
(HM 167422).
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