
SPRING 2020| 1

spring 2020

CONSERVATION KIDSCONSERVATION KIDS

FROGS AND TOADS
of South Dakota
LIFE CYCLE OF A 
FROG!

Frogs & Toads 
WORD SEACH

S O U T H  D A K O T A
GAME, FISH AND PARKS



2  |  CONSERVATION KIDSKIDS SPRING 2020| 3

Frogs and Toads of
S o u t h  D a k o t a

South Dakota is home to 12 species of frogs and toads, 
including four species of true frogs, which are the Plains 

Leopard Frog, Northern Leopard Frog, American Bullfrog, 
and Wood Frog. There are also four species of true toads, 
which are the American Toad, Canadian Toad, Great Plains 
Toad, and Woodhouse’s Toad. 

True frogs typically have smooth, moist skin and powerful 
legs for jumping. They also have webbed feet for swimming 
and are usually found near water. True toads all look similar 
and have rough skin with lots of warts. They have large 
poison glands behind their eyes and ridges between their 
eyes. Unlike true frogs that jump, toads move through small 
hops. 

The other four species in South Dakota aren’t true frogs or 
true toads. Three of these species are part of the treefrog 
family: Cope’s Gray Treefrog, Blanchard’s Cricket Frog, and 
the Boreal Chorus Frog. 

One characteristic these three species all have in common is 
circular toe pads on the tips of their fingers that help them 
climb. 

The last species is the Plains Spadefoot. This species looks 
like a toad but has smooth skin and no large poison gland.  
It also has cat-like pupils, which help it see at night when it 
is most active.

In the spring, frogs and toads move to ponds and wetlands 
to breed. During breeding, frogs and toads produce many 
different types of calls, including “trills,” “clicks,” and 
“snores.” Calls are typically made by males to attract females 
during the mating season, but frogs and toads can make 
other sounds to scare off intruders or when they are startled, 
especially if they are picked up.

Most frogs and toads have a complex life cycle with several 
different stages. Eggs of all of South Dakota’s frogs and toads 
are laid in the water. Like all amphibians, frogs and toads 
lay eggs that are soft and jelly-like. True toads lay their eggs 
in long, thin strands while true frogs lay their eggs in large 
clumps, which are often attached to plants. 

Eggs hatch within a week and the tadpole stage of the life cycle 
begins. Tadpoles mostly eat algae and plants, but some can eat 
dead organisms that fall in the water or even be cannibals! 

Tadpoles have to avoid being eaten by predators, like fish and 
aquatic insects. Some tadpoles, like those of the Blanchard’s 
Cricket Frog, have a large black spot on the tip of their tail. This 
tricks predators into attacking the tail instead of their head or 
body, where they have important organs. If a predator grabs the 
tip of the tail, the tadpole can still escape and regrow its tail. 

As the tadpoles grow, they begin developing legs first, then arms.  
After the legs and arms begin to grow, the tail starts to shrink. 
This is the start of metamorphosis, the process some creatures go 
through to become adults. As all this happens, the mouth of the 

tadpole changes from a small mouth with a scraping beak into 
a large mouth. Lungs grow and the organs are reorganized in 
the growing body!

Metamorphosis for Plains Spadefoot tadpoles can happen 
in as little as 10 days, while American Bullfrog tadpoles can 
grow for up to two years before completing metamorphosis. 
Once metamorphosis is complete, all juvenile frogs and toads 
emerge on land where they continue to grow into adults and 
eat worms, beetles, and other insects.

Most people have seen frogs and toads in their own backyards 
or at a neighborhood pond. Frogs and toads are an important 
part of our environment and help control pest insects and 
serve as important food for other animals. 

Sadly, frogs and toads are disappearing from places all over 
the world. These declines have highlighted the need to watch 
and keep track of where frogs and toads occur across  South 
Dakota. With spring weather fast approaching, frogs and 
toads will start to become more active and will start calling 
from nearby wetlands. 

Get outdoors to look and listen for some of South Dakota’s 
fascinating species of frogs and toads!

To learn more about frogs and toads in South Dakota, 
including how to identify different species, have an adult 
help you visit the Amphibians and Reptiles of South Dakota 
website (sdherps.org).
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