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observers stayed a minimum of 5 m from the snake following 
release. We wrongly assumed the snake would quickly either 
reverse direction or fall to the ground. However, it continued to 
climb, and we finally lost visual contact when the snake reached 
a height of 6.5 m above the ground surface. On last sighting, the 
snake was still ascending the trunk of the tree. The climbing rate 
was constant and rapid, and the snake reached 6.5 m in ca. 25 
min. It did not change or waver in its upward trajectory, and at no 
time did the snake attempt to traverse any of the lateral tree limbs 
(lowest tree limb at a height of 2.7 m). The climbing appeared 
purposeful and directed, and, while it could be seen, the snake 
made no attempt to descend to the ground. The ultimate 
destination and fate of the snake could not be determined. 
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THAMNOPHIS RADIX (Plains Gartersnake). DIET. Thamnophis 
radix (Colubridae) has a broad distribution across the Great Plains 
of North America, from the High Plains of Texas, USA, north to 
southern Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba, Canada (Walley 
et al. 2003. Cat. Am. Amphib. Rept. 779:779.1–779.13). The species 
is considered a generalist predator (Halloy and Burghardt 1990. 
Behaviour 112:299–318), consuming a wide range of prey items, 
including invertebrates, fish, amphibians, and occasionally mam-
mals or birds. For example, T. radix was found to consume anurans 
(primarily Wood Frogs [Rana sylvatica] and Boreal Chorus Frogs 
[Pseudacris maculata]) in Alberta, Canada (Tuttle and Gregory 
2009. J. Herpetol. 43:65–73), earthworms and frogs in Ohio, USA 
(Dalrymple and Reichenbach 1981. Ohio Biol. Surv. Biol. Notes 
15:244–250), and fishes in some “western states” (Brons 1882. Am. 
Nat. 16:564–567). Birds have only rarely been reported in the diet 
of T. radix: Cebula (1983. Bull. Chicago Herpetol. Soc. 18:46) col-
lected a T. radix that regurgitated a nestling Eastern Meadowlark 
(Sturnella magna) in Illinois, USA; Hjertaas and Hjertaas (1990. 
Blue Jay 48:162–165) found a T. radix consuming an adult Bank 
Swallow (Riparia riparia) in Saskatchewan, Canada; Ruthven 
(1908. Bull. U.S. Natl. Mus. 61:xii + 1–201, 1 plate) reported observ-
ing T. radix consuming “birds that had been dead for a consid-
erable time”; and Platt et al. (2006. J. Kansas Herpetol. 20:10–19) 

observed T. radix consuming an unidentifiable passerine in South 
Dakota, USA. Herein, we report an additional bird species con-
sumed by T. radix.

At 1653 h on 3 June 2021, one of us (BED) observed an adult 
T. radix under large ornamental shrub (Cotoneaster lucidus) ad-
jacent to a private residence in Rapid City, Pennington County,
South Dakota, USA (44.08647°N, 103.30049°W; WGS 84). The in-
dividual was moved into the lawn from under the shrub before
noticing that the snake was in the process of consuming a House
Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus) headfirst (Fig. 1). It took ca. 5 min 
for the snake to finish consuming the H. mexicanus, after which, it 
moved into the cover of nearby shrubs. Though the beginning of
this predation event was not observed, the H. mexicanus was mo-
tionless, suggesting it may have been dead when first consumed.
Given the large window above the shrub where the T. radix was
initially observed, it may have been that the H. mexicanus died
from a window strike and was being scavenged. Both T. radix and 
H. mexicanus are common in this neighborhood (BED, pers. obs.), 
and our observation may suggest these two species interact on oc-
casion. Though T. radix has been reported to scavenge prey (Tye
and Geluso 2019. Herpetol. Rev. 50:603), including birds (Ruthven
1908, op. cit.; Platt et al. 2006, op. cit.), this appears to be the first
record of T. radix consuming H. mexicanus, adding to a large list of 
known prey species.
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XEROTYPHLOPS VERMICULARIS (Eurasian Blindsnake). 
PHENOLOGY. The range of Xerotyphlops vermicularis includes 

Fig. 1. Adult Thamnophis radix consuming a House Finch 
(Haemorhous mexicanus) in Pennington County, South Dakota, USA. 
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